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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES UP IN FEBRUARY

Racine County’s unemployment
rate in February was 7.0 percent,
an increase compared to the 6.4
percent rate measured in January.
This increase was a bit higher than
what is normally measured be-
tween these two months. Annu-
ally, the county’s labor force
showed little change in its number
of unemployed residents. The
number of its employed has de-

creased by almost 900. The cur-
rent unemployment rate is un-
changed annually based upon the
unchanged number of unemployed
residents in Racine County.

The job tally in Racine County in
February was 77,900 jobs repre-
senting an overall 200-job increase,
monthly. This overall increase
was typical for February. The heart
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of this net job gain was in govern-
ment employment (+300 jobs).
Much of this employment likely
began in January as some employ-
ment in educational institutions
was not captured by the January
survey. Professional and business
services gained 100 jobs. Retail
trade declined in employment by
200 jobs since January. Many
other sectors’ employment was
unchanged in February.

Racine’s industry employment has
declined on an annual basis by 300
jobs. This was a net loss of jobs
balancing employment gains and
losses and was negative on a net
basis. Compared to February
2004, Racine County had 600
fewer jobs in trade employment
with most of the loss in retail
trade.  Manufacturing posted a
300-job decline. Employment gains
in professional and business ser-
vices, construction, and govern-
ment slightly offset some of these
aforementioned annual job losses.

The unemployment rate in
Kenosha County in February
was 6.6 percent. This was an in-
crease of three-tenths of a per-

Civilian Labor Force Estimates for Southeast Wisconsin Counties: February 2005

Wisconsin Kenosha County Racine County
Feb-05 Jan-05 Feb-04 Feb-05 Jan-05 Feb-04 Feb-05 Jan-05 Feb-04
Labor force 3,047,455 3,047,352 3,060,359 82,009 82,295 81,051 99,324 99,082 100,212
Employed 2,870,495 2,882,827 2,872,368 76,582 77,097 75,946 92,335 92,758 93,216
Unemployed 176,960 164,525 187,991 5427 5,198 5,105 6,989 6,324 6,996
% Unemployed 5.8% 5.4% 6.1%] 6.6% 6.3% 6.3%] 7.0% 6.4% 7.0%)
Walworth County Southeast WDA United States
Feb-05 Jan-05 Feb-04 Feb-05 Jan-05 Feb-04 Feb-05 Jan-05 Feb-04
Labor force 55,287 55,356 558901 236,620 236,733 237,153 147,649,000 147,125,000 146,154,000
Employed 52,327 52,612 52,7341 221,244 222467 221,89 139,100,000 138,682,000 137,384,000
Unemployed 2,960 2,744 3,156 15,376 14,266 15,257 8,549,000 8,444,000 8,770,000
% Unemployed 5.4% 5.0% 5.6%) 6.5% 6.0% 6.4%] 5.8% 5.7% 6.0%]

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and DWD, Local Area Unemployment Statistics. Figures are not seasonally adjusted and current month’s data are preliminary



Industry Employment Estimates for Southeast Wisconsin - February 2005

Wisconsin Kenosha County Racine County Walworth County Southeast WDA
Change Change Change Change Change Change Change Change Change Change
since  since since  since since  since since  since since  since

Ervployment in 1.000's Feb. Jan. Feb. | Feb. Jan  Feb. Feb. Jan. Feb. | Feb. Jan.  Feb. | Feb. Jan.  Feb.
2005 2005 2004 2005 2005 2004 2005 2005 2004 2005 2005 2004 2005 2005 2004

All Industries 27654 157 381 549 0.l 0.1 779 02 03 417 00 02 1744 03 0.0

Construction/Natural Resources 116.3 1.5 55 21 0.0 0.1 36 00 0.2 16 -0l 0.0 73 -0l 03

Manufacturing 4979 1.6 53 97 00 -05 188 00 03 92 00 0.1 377 00 -09

Total Trade 216 -70 25 87 0l 02 124 -02 06 55 -0l 0.0 265 04 -04

Retail Trade 3079 69 06 XX XX XX 89 02 07 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Wholesale Trade 1137 -0l 1.9 XX XX XX 35 00 0.1 XX XX XX XX XX XX

Transport/Varehouse/Utilities 1041 06 0.7 1.7 00 0.0 20 00 0.0 I.I 00 0.0 48 00 0.0

Financial Activities 1568 02 03 1.7 00 0.0 26 00 0.0 I.I 00 0.0 54 00 0.0

Education and Health Services 3833 28 120 85 00 0.1 103 00 0.1 44 00 02 232 00 02

Leisure and Hospitality 2335 08 4.1 67 00 0.5 62 00 0.0 63 00 02 192 00 03

Info./Prof./Bus.and Other Services 4256 3.1 1.7 68 00 03 1.6 0Ol 04 49 ol 0.l 233 02 08

Information 502 -04 04 XX XX XX 06 00 00 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Professional and Business Services 2416 23 06 XX XX XX 64 0l 04 XX X XX XX XX XX
Other Services 1338 12 0.7 XX XX XX 46 00 00 XX XX XX XX XX XX
Fed/State/Local Government 4263 149 6.0 89 0.l -04 104 03 0.1 77 0Ol 0.l 270 06 02

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and DWD, Current Employment Statistics. Figures are rounded and may not sum to total. Current month’s figures are preliminary

centage point, monthly. From an annual
perspective, Kenosha was the only regional
county to see a higher unemployment rate
compared to last February; it was three-
tenths of a point higher. As of February,
Kenosha County’s labor force has over
600 more employed, yet it has more than
300 more unemployed fueling the annual
rise in the unemployment rate.

The estimated number of jobs via the non-
farm wage and salary survey totaled 54,900
jobs. February’s total was an improvement
of 100 more jobs compared to January’s
final total. Most industry sectors were
unchanged over the month with only slight
changes in government employment, to the
positive side of growth, and total trade
employment, to the negative. The remain-
ing sectors showed negilgible monthly em-
ployment changes. This level of monthly
job growth in overall, net terms is on par
with expectation, though it was a bit lower
than it had been in the past few years.

Annually, Kenosha has 100 more jobs, on a
net basis, than it had in February 2004.
This net growth was based upon annual
employment declines in manufacturing and
government being offset by growth in a
host of sectors such as leisure and hospi-

tality, professional and business services,
and trade employment.
health services and construction employ-
ment also posted small employment in-
creases on an annual basis.

Education and

Walworth County’s February unem-
ployment rate was 5.4 percent. This was
higher than January’s final rate of 5.0 per-
cent. The county’s current rate is lower
than last February's by two-tenths of a per-
centage point. At this time, Walworth’s
labor force is smaller than it was in Febru-
ary 2004. The total labor force shows
over 400 fewer employed residents and
almost 200 fewer unemployed, thus the
lower unemployment rate.

Walworth’s industry employment survey
estimated 41,700 total nonfarm jobs in
February. This was unchanged over the
month on a net basis. Both Total trade
and construction sectors’ employment
decreased by 100 jobs, while professional
and business services and government em-
ployment each gained 100 more jobs, thus
the zero net gain in total employment. No
significant monthly employment changes
were measured in the remaining industry
sectors.

Walworth’s total industry employment
from an annual perspective shows growth
of 200 total jobs, overall. Education and
health services showed the most improve-
ment gaining 200 more jobs. Leisure and
hospitality employment showed the largest
decline, down 200 jobs. This decrease in
leisure and hospitality jobs is not indicative
of this industry softening and is more likely
an issue of the survey’s timing. It is a vola-
tile industry via employment, to say the
least, and it will soon be coming into the
months where its employment levels will
rise quickly. Professional and business ser-
vices and government employment are
higher by 100 jobs, while manufacturing
employment is lower than it was one year
ago, -100 jobs.

Direct questions and comments to:
Eric Grosso, State Labor Economist
201 East Washington Avenue

Room A400

Madison, Wisconsin 53702
Phone: 608.266.7034
e-mail: eric.grosso@dwd.state.wi.us

Find the most current labor market info at:
http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/oea/


http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/oea/



